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1. PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 

1.1 This document provides a Statement of Community Consultation in support of an 

application for planning permission for the demolition of existing buildings, 

construction and operation of a Renewable Energy Centre for the recovery of energy 

(heat and power) from non-hazardous residual waste using an Advanced 

Conversion Technology process called ‘gasification’, a Mechanical Treatment Facility 

for the recovery of recyclable materials with the associated plant and infrastructure, 

with associated access, parking, landscaping and ancillary buildings on land at the 

Former Templeborough Steel Works, Sheffield Road, Templeborough, Sheffield 

(“the Application Site”). 

1.2 The proposed development site extends to 3.4 hectares. The facility will have the 

capacity to process up to 215,000 tonnes of non-hazardous residual waste per 

annum; that is waste that is left following the practicable removal of recyclable 

materials (i.e. pre-treated waste) and that may otherwise be disposed of at a 

landfill site or exported to a similar facility abroad. The residual waste feedstock 

will predominantly be in the form of a Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) which is a waste 

product following pre-treatment; the RDF feedstock would be supplemented by 

other non-hazardous pre-treated commercial and industrial waste (C&I) and pre-

treated municipal solid waste (MSW).  It is intended that the residual waste will 

primarily be sourced from within South Yorkshire; however, the planning 

application seeks flexibility to receive wastes from a wider catchment for practical 

and operational reasons. The facility will not accept hazardous or clinical waste.  

1.3 The proposals include:  

 Capacity to produce circa 23MW of exportable electricity depending on the 

amount of heat to be exported, which in itself it dependent on the 

temperature and quantity of heat required by the eventual heat off-taker(s); 

 The plant is capable of accepting approximately 215,000 tonnes of pre-

treated waste per annum which would otherwise go to landfill; 

 The main building at its highest point would be 45m above ground level 

sloping down to an eaves height of 38.4m above ground level and will have 

a single chimney stack of 100m; 

 Landscaping proposals will be included within the scheme to enhance the 

existing environment by planting additional shrubs and trees. 
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1.4 This Statement of Community Consultation provides detailed information regarding 

the pre-application consultation which has been undertaken prior to the submission 

of the planning application seeking permission for the development. 

1.5 The role of the pre-application process is not to seek to persuade or cajole people 

into supporting a project or application.  Rather, it is to provide appropriate 

opportunities and environments within which people can communicate their 

concerns, or aspirations about the development, and have those issues and 

aspirations recorded and reported to those who are engaged in devising and 

designing the development project, or are directly involved in the decision-making 

process to enable them to address concerns wherever possible. 
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2. THE PLANNING APPLICATION 

2.1 The planning application is being submitted to Rotherham Metropolitan Borough 

Council as the Waste Planning Authority (WPA) for the development site.  

Site Context 

2.2 The application site is located off land to the north of Sheffield Road (A6178) in the 

Templeborough area of Rotherham.  The location of the proposed development is 

shown in the Site Location Plan attached at Appendix 1. 

APPENDIX 1 – PROPOSED LOCATION OF DEVELOPMENT 

2.3 The nearby uses to the west and south are generally industrial and / or commercial 

in nature although the residential area of Tinsley is located approximately 200m 

south west of the site just to the east of the motorway junction. The Magna Science 

Adventure Centre (former Templeborough Steelworks site) lies to the east. To the 

north beyond the railway line and the River Don lies Blackburn Meadows Waste 

Water Treatment Works and Blackburn Meadows Nature Reserve and Local Wildlife 

Site.  

2.4 The River Don, a major river is located approximately 0.1km to the north east of 

the site and flowing east. At its closest point to the site the river is approximately 

20m wide. An Ordinary Watercourse, The Chapel Flat dike, lies a short distance to 

the east of the site flowing in a northerly direction, within a culvert, to discharge 

into the River Don.  

2.5 The site is located in Zone 2 Flood Risk Area of the Environment Agency flood 

mapping and is free from any other environmental designations. There is a public 

sewerage infrastructure across the site which leads to Blackburn Meadows Waste 

Water Treatment Works. An Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) is located south 

of the site’s boundary. The far north western corner of the site lies within a coal 

mining referral area. There are no listed buildings or Conservation Areas within the 

vicinity of the site. There are no public rights of way through the site.  

2.6 The site measures approximately 3.4ha and is broadly rectangular in shape. The 

western boundary of the site aligns with the boundary division of RMBC to the east 

and SCC to the west.   

2.7 The site once formed an integral part of the Templeborough Steelworks which 

passed through a number of ownerships from Steel Peach and Tozer to British 
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Steel, United Engineering Steels Ltd. And to Corus plc. The open part of the site 

was used for metal fragmentation to supply metal to the adjoining steelworks. The 

building was used for ingot stripping. All activities at the site ceased following the 

closure of Templeborough Steelworks. The site remained vacant and the building 

and associated infrastructure was retained. In 2008 the Sterecycle Rotherham 

Waste Recycling and Treatment Facility (Autoclave Vessels and Materials Recycling 

Facility (MRF)) became operational and operated within the existing building.  

2.8 Access to and egress from the site for vehicles is via Phoenix Road to the western 

boundary. Phoenix Road junctions with Sheffield Road at the south west corner of 

the site.  

2.9 The site is currently used as a storage area and headquarters for road works in the 

locality. The site itself is almost entirely concreted with the majority serving as a 

car park with the rest either serving as a storage area/warehouse. There are small 

areas of short amenity grassland and some shrubs and scrub vegetation, including 

along the northern boundary beside the railway line, although these are not 

considered to be of ecological value. The site is free of established, mature trees. 

A line of young poplar trees run north-south through part of the site, and there is 

a short section of overgrown hedgerow containing young beach and hawthorn along 

the south-eastern boundary.  

Proposed Development 

2.10 It is proposed that the Renewable Energy Centre (REC) will provide the opportunity 

for power to be supplied to preferably an interested local business or to the local 

electricity grid. There is also the opportunity to supply heat in the form of steam 

and/or hot water or a district heating system to any proximate local business that 

may have a requirement.  

2.11 The site has been chosen for a number of reasons; including: 

 Previously granted planning permission for waste management purposes, 

including use as an Energy from Waste facility; 

 Allocated as a ‘Safeguarded Site’ for waste management purposes in the 

adopted Barnsley, Doncaster and Rotherham Joint Waste Plan (March 

2012); 

 It is located within an existing industrial site; 

 No statutory designated areas within the site; 
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 A sustainable location with good transport links; and 

 Close to other local businesses where power could be supplied to them if 

required. 

2.12 The proposed development includes the demolition of existing buildings, 

construction and operation of a REC for the recovery of energy (heat and power) 

from non-hazardous residual waste using an Advanced Conversion Technology 

(ACT) process called ‘gasification’, a Mechanical Treatment Facility for the recovery 

of recyclable materials with the associated plant and infrastructure, with associated 

access, parking, landscaping and ancillary buildings on land at the Former 

Templeborough Steel Works. 

2.13 Gasification technology has an established track-record and is fully proven and 

bankable. Several European and Financial institutions and banks have completed 

thorough due diligence on the gasification technology projects, including Barclays, 

Lloyds, RBS, Bayern, Bank of Ireland, HSBC, HSH Nordbank, Natixis, UniCredit and 

LB Nord, and all have concluded that it is fully bankable.  Furthermore, thorough 

technical due diligence has been undertaken on behalf of the banks, investors and 

project developers, carried out by qualified and experienced engineering 

consultants including Mott Macdonald, Fichtner and Rowan House.  As an ACT the 

proposed development would qualify under the Renewables Obligation (RO) and 

the Contracts for Difference (CFD) mechanism. 

2.14 The built development will comprise the following key elements: 

 Mechanical Pre-Treatment Plant, Tipping Hall & Waste Reception – The 

building will be L-shaped in form measuring 126.6m long x 40.6m wide 

narrowing to 34.2m wide and at its highest point would be 21.65m above 

ground level.  The building will accommodate the reception hall and 

mechanical pre-treatment plant, with the latter having its own odour control 

systems.  The building would be finished in a combination of built up 

trapezoidal cladding (horizontally and vertically laid) in silver/grey with built 

up roof and standing seam cladding for the roof and wall feature in muted 

copper effect/terracotta, incorporating vents and louvres.  Windows and 

doors would be steel or aluminium framed, doors either timber or steel, with 

two roller shutter doors to the northern elevation and three roller shutter 

doors to the eastern elevation. 
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 High Level Conveyor – Comprising a high level, enclosed conveyor located 

between the Mechanical Treatment Plant and the RDF Bunker. 

 Boiler Room and RDF Bunker – This building will be T-shaped in form 

measuring 80m long x 57m wide and at its highest point would be 45m 

above ground level sloping down to an eaves height of 38.4m above ground 

level.  The building will accommodate the fuel bunker, cranes/crane 

maintenance area, and gasification processing plant (gasification and 

combustion chambers, boiler, economiser, chemical dosing system, feed 

water pumps, etc).  The building would be finished in a combination of built 

up trapezoidal vertical cladding in silver/grey and trapezoidal horizontal 

cladding in varied colours, with built up roof and standing seam cladding for 

the roof and wall feature in muted copper effect/terracotta, incorporating 

vents and louvres.  Windows and doors would be steel or aluminium framed, 

doors either timber or steel. 

 Flue Stack – A single flue stack will be located towards to the west of the 

Boiler Room and Bunker measuring 3.7m in diameter at its base and extend 

to 100m above ground level, with a walk around metal framework platform 

for access to the continual air quality monitoring system.  The flue stack 

would be finished in a muted grey colour. 

 Offices, Workshops and Education Facility – This building would be located 

to the north-west corner of the site.  The building will measure 43m long x 

20m wide and 15.75m at its narrowest point.  The building will have a split 

roof reflecting the operational requirements within, with the southern part 

(primarily workshop and storage) constructed to a maximum height of 15m 

above ground level and the southern part (administrative offices and 

education centre) constructed to a maximum height of 8m above ground 

level at its highest point.  The building will accommodate the education 

facility and visitors area, reception, meeting rooms, welfare facilities (toilets 

and kitchen), offices, workshop, storage, driver restroom, with stairs and 

lifts.  The building would be finished in a combination of built up trapezoidal 

cladding (horizontally and vertically) and flat panel composite cladding in 

light grey incorporating vents and louvres, and glazed curtain walling in dark 

grey, with built up standing seam clad roof in muted copper/terracotta, 

incorporating rooflights.   Windows and doors would be steel or aluminium 

framed, doors either timber or steel. 
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 Control Room and Turbine Hall – This building will be located towards the 

southern boundary of the site and measure 69.6m long x 23.7 wide and 

16.2m at its narrowest point.  The building will have a split roof with the 

eastern part (control room) constructed to a maximum height of 16.2m 

above ground level at its highest point and the western part (turbine room) 

constructed to a maximum height of 30.4m above ground level.  The 

building will accommodate the electrical plant and control room, and the 

steam turbine/generator, cooling pumps, compressed air system, heating 

system and controls, etc.  The building would be finished in a combination 

of built up trapezoidal horizontal cladding in light grey and trapezoidal 

horizontal cladding in varied colours incorporating vents and louvres, with 

built up standing seam clad roof in muted copper/terracotta.   Windows and 

doors would be steel or aluminium framed, doors either timber or steel. 

 Water Plant Room – This building will be located to the western elevation of 

the Turbine Room and Control Room building towards the southern 

boundary of the site.  The building will measure 20.7m long x 14.9m wide 

and 7.5m at its narrowest point.  The sloping roof design will be constructed 

to a maximum height of 6.9m above ground level.  The building would be 

finished in built up trapezoidal cladding horizontally laid in silver/grey, with 

built up standing seam clad roof in muted copper/terracotta.  Windows and 

doors would be steel or aluminium framed, doors either timber or steel. 

 Weighbridge Office and Weighbridges – The weighbridge office will be 

located to the north-west of the application site adjacent to the two 

proposed weighbridges (weighbridge in and weighbridge out).  The building 

will be rectangular in shape measuring 5m long x 3m wide with the roof 

constructed to a maximum height of 3.4m above ground level.  The building 

would be finished in flat panel cladding in silver/grey with windows and 

doors steel or aluminium framed, doors either timber or steel.  

 Electricity Sub-Station – This building will be located to the south-eastern 

corner of the application site.  The building will measure 16.4m long x 7.5m 

wide with the roof constructed to a maximum height of 2.8m above ground 

level.  The external facing materials and fenestration is still to be 

determined, potential options include steel with cladding as per other 

buildings, GRP enclosure if available, or built in brick with cut timber roof 

and tiles. 



Rolton Kilbride Rotherham Ltd & Andy Owen McGee 
Former Templeborough Steel Works, Sheffield Road, Templeborough, Rotherham 
Statement of Community Consultation 
 

 

 
31st May 2016 | CIR.K.0166      Page 8 
   
 

 External Plant – The precise details and location of external plant will be 

subject to the technical design phase; however, the external plant will 

include (not exclusively):  

 Odour Control Plant; 

 Air Cooled Condensers (ACC) Plant; 

 Flue gas filters and associated equipment; 

 Storage silos and bunkers including storage of flue gas cleaning 

materials, recovered materials and residues; 

 Continuous emission monitoring equipment (CEMs); 

 Water Tank(s), pumps and fire-fighting equipment/pumps, etc; 

 Emergency diesel. 

 Vehicle Access / Service Area – The proposed development will utilise the 

existing site access taken from the northern side of the A6178-Sheffield 

Road via a priority T-junction arrangement and a comprehensive internal 

vehicular route will be provided around the entire perimeter of the 

application site as well as between the main Boiler Room and the Tipping 

Hall. 

 Vehicle Parking - 38 car parking spaces in total which includes 2 disabled 

bays.  

 Cycle Parking - Provision for 28 cycling spaces.  

 Site security – Securing the operational area will be 2.4m high fencing with 

two pairs of double-leaf lockable gates.   

 Lighting – The facility will be lit by a series of external building mounted and 

pole mounted directional lighting. 

 Landscaping – Given the nature of the existing and proposed development 

there is limited opportunity for providing landscaping.  However, additional 

planting will be provided to include opportunities for tree and shrub planting. 



Rolton Kilbride Rotherham Ltd & Andy Owen McGee 
Former Templeborough Steel Works, Sheffield Road, Templeborough, Rotherham 
Statement of Community Consultation 
 

 

 
31st May 2016 | CIR.K.0166      Page 9 
   
 

2.15 The proposed layout and elevations of the facility is included within the drawings 

package accompanying the planning application. 

2.16 The REC will bring a range of benefits and environmental improvements to the site 

and its surroundings as well as social benefits; including: 

 Proven technology with outstanding operational and environmental 

performance and very low emissions; 

 Conversion of pre-treated waste into renewable energy, displacing landfill 

and fossil fuels; 

 Reducing greenhouse gas emissions; 

 Job creation across a variety of skills and levels of expertise with 

employment opportunities for local people; 

 Transforming an existing industrial site and enhancing with landscape 

planting; 

 Production of lower cost renewable energy for local businesses with 

connections to local energy users via underground cable; 

 Clear progression in the transition to a low-carbon economy with grid carbon 

offset; and  

 Compliance with Government policy and the Industrial Emissions Directive 

(IED) to provide sustainable, renewable energy production close to use. 

2.17 To enable the LPA, statutory consultees, other interested parties and local residents 

to make informed comments and decisions about the proposed facility on land at 

the Former Templeborough Steel Works, the planning application is submitted with 

the following documents: 

 Application Forms and Certificates; 

 Schedule of Drawings; 

 Planning Statement; 

 Design and Access Statement; 

 Environmental Statement; 

 Coal Risk Assessment; and 

 Waste Management Plan. 
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3. PROMOTING THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE IN 

CONSULTATION 

3.1 The Applicant (Rolton Kilbride Rotherham Ltd) engaged in a series of public 

consultation and promotional events to include and inform the local and wider 

community of the development proposals. The steps undertaken to date are 

summarised below: 

Development of communications strategy 

3.2 Stakeholder engagement and activity strategy – The Communications 

Agency, CubanEight, prepared a detailed analysis of relevant stakeholders, elected 

councillors, residents, local groups and media to be briefed and access information 

about the proposed site.  This was used to devise a programme of individual 

briefings, meetings, public events and media alerts to maximise the distribution of 

information to the public and allow for dialogue and regular updates via a dedicated 

website.  A copy of the Communications Strategy and list of Stakeholders is 

included within Appendix 2. 

APPENDIX 2 – COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY AND LIST OF STAKEHOLDERS 

Activity 

3.3 Stakeholder meetings – An invitation was sent to all relevant ward councillors 

and local groups to meet Rolton Kilbride for a full briefing on the proposed plan.  

As a result of this two meetings were requested. On 16th March 2016, Rolton 

Kilbride and CubanEight held one-to-one briefings with Councillor Dianne Hurst, 

Richmond Ward, Sheffield City Council and Neil Parry, East End Quality of Life 

Initiative and Trustee of Tinsley Forum to give an overview and presentation of the 

proposals. 

3.4 Media alert – To coincide with the stakeholder briefings and public outreach, the 

local media were issued with a press release and visuals detailing the proposal and 

public meeting event.  A copy of the press release is included within Appendix 3.  

APPENDIX 3 – PRESS RELEASE 

3.5 This was issued to all local press, radio and TV and resulted in an article published 

in the South Yorkshire Times on 21st April 20161. 

                                           
1 http://www.southyorkshiretimes.co.uk/news/local/south-yorkshire-energy-centre-

proposal-1-7841643 
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3.6 Leaflet drop – A leaflet was sent out at the end of March 2016 to residents within 

a 1km zone of the site.  This amounted to circa 1,800 households.  The leaflet gave 

an overview of the project, invited the public to the exhibition and encouraged 

postal feedback.  A copy of the leaflet is provided in Appendix 4. 

APPENDIX 4 - LEAFLET 

3.7 Public Exhibition Event - On the 13th April 2016 a public outreach event was 

organised at the Magna Science Adventure Centre.  To maximise attendance, the 

consultation covered hours during the daytime as well as the evening on a week 

day (the event was held from 3.00pm to 8.00pm).  On hand to explain the project 

were the following representatives from the project team: 

 Project developer - Rolton Kilbride 

 Principal Environmental Planner - Pegasus Group 

 Air Quality Specialist - AQC 

 Transport Planner - Curtins 

 Technology Specialist 

3.8 Specific information about the proposed scheme and the energy technology was 

provided on large exhibition boards.  The display boards also included information 

about site selection and scheme benefits.  The display boards also included 

information on what types of environmental surveys were commissioned as well as 

information about the Applicant (Rolton Kilbride Rotherham Ltd), communications 

agency (CubanEight) and the Applicant’s Agent (Pegasus Group).  A copy of the 

exhibition and display board material is included within Appendix 5. 

APPENDIX 5 –EXHIBITION MATERIAL 

3.9 Questionnaire forms were available at the exhibition which included a mix of 

scheme specific questions and more general ones about renewable energy and 

space for any other comments and suggestions about the scheme.  Those attending 

the exhibition could either complete the forms on the spot or take them away with 

them and post them or email back to the project team.  A copy of the questionnaire 

forms is attached at Appendix 6. 

APPENDIX 6 – QUESTIONNAIRE FORM 

Additional Stakeholder Consultation 

3.10 Project website – A project website (www.rotherham-energy.co.uk) was created 

to provide stakeholders with further sources of information about the facility. The 
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website includes tabs about who the project team are; local benefits; frequently 

asked questions, and includes a contact page.  The website allowed the public to 

contact the Applicant direct with any queries, including requests for further 

information. 

3.11 Statutory consultees – In addition to public community participation, the project 

team consulted with various stakeholders during the development stage of the 

project. Statutory Consultees included: 

 Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council; 

 Sheffield City Council; 

 Sheffield City Council highways; 

 Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council Landscape Officer; 

 Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council Environmental Health; 

 Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council Archaeology Officer; 

 Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council Ecology Officer; 

 Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council Highways;  

 Highways England; and 

 Yorkshire Water. 

3.12 The Applicant engaged in a pre-application consultation process with Rotherham 

Metropolitan Borough Council prior to the submission of the planning application.  

The advice received was broadly supportive of the proposals in principle, including 

guidance setting out the planning policy context that an application would be 

judged against and an indication of the documentation necessary to support an 

application. 

Monitoring and evaluation 

3.13 Throughout the consultation, the activity and feedback have been constantly 

monitored and evaluated to inform further activity.  This ensures that the 

communications allow for appropriate information to be disseminated, specific 

concerns to be addressed and to ensure that stakeholders have access to the 

correct information in a timely manner. 

3.14 The Applicant is continuing to offer update briefings to all relevant councillors and 

will continue to liaise with local media to publicise the submission of the planning 

application. 
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4. PROJECT TEAM DESIGN RESPONSE TO PUBLIC, STAKEHOLDER AND 

RMBC CONSULTATION FEEDBACK 

4.1 The following section describes the feedback during the engagement process. 

Public exhibition event feedback 

4.2 The public exhibition on the 13th April 2016 at the Magna Science Adventure Centre 

was attended by 10 local residents.  This was considered to be a low turnout 

considering over 1,800 leaflets were sent to the local community (within a 1km 

area of the application site) prior to the event.   

4.3 A total of 4 questionnaires were completed following the public exhibition on the 

13th April 2016. 

4.4 The first four questions of the comments form were more generally based relating 

to support or opposition of climate change, Government renewable energy targets 

and utilising non-recyclable waste to produce energy. The fifth question asked 

participants to rank how supportive they were of the proposals for the facility on 

the site on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 being least supportive and 5 being most supportive). 

Of the four comments forms which were completed, all scored the proposals as a 

1 (least supportive). The remaining six attendees chose not to complete the 

questionnaire so there is no record of their views towards this proposal. Three of 

the completed questionnaires were from residents who lived either within 5 

minutes’ walk or within 5-10 minutes’ walk of the application site. The fourth 

completed questionnaire did not answer the question on where they lived in relation 

to the proposed development.  

4.5 Additional questions on the comments forms allowed participants to explain their 

grading of question 5 and space for further comments and suggestions. This space 

for further comments has given the developer some opportunity to understand the 

reasoning behind why the attendees to the event were not supportive of the 

proposal. All had found the event helpful and the information presented to be 

informative and helpful. However, they all had concerns about the current air 

quality in the local area and feared that this proposal would lead to a further decline 

in its quality. One attendee was very supportive of the technology but thought the 

development was too close to residential properties.  
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4.6 Stakeholders who were not able to attend the event requested further information, 

including Neil Parry (East End Quality of Life Initiative & Tinsley Forum) and were 

sent information regarding specific queries, eg. potential odour from the site. 

Leaflet drop feedback 

4.7 Following the leaflet drop in March 2016 which was circulated to around 1,800 

homes, a total of 18 comments forms were received via the tear away free post 

section of the leaflet.  The comments included a mix of those in favour of the 

development proposals, those opposed to them and those who want to ensure their 

environment is protected if the proposal is granted planning consent.  

4.8 The most common concerns about the development were: 

 Air pollution and odours; 

 Additional traffic generation; 

 Noise and vibration; and 

 Concern over a repeat of the issues the local area had with the Sterecycle 

Plant. 

4.9 Those supportive of the development were in favour of: 

 Creation of employment; 

 Reduction of waste going to landfill; and 

 Energy security. 

Response to consultation feedback 

4.10 As discussed above, the response to those attending the public exhibition event 

were all unsupportive of the development proposals although all agreed that the 

materials that were presented at the event were helpful in understanding the 

proposal. The feedback section from the leaflet drop offered both positive and 

negative comments from the local community.  

4.11 The Environmental Statement results and findings of Chapter 5 Air Quality; Chapter 

6 Townscape and Visual; Chapter 7 Traffic and Transportation; and Chapter 10 

Noise and Vibration will provide reassurance to those local residents who have 

stated these as areas they are concerned about. 

4.12 The air quality assessment has demonstrated that the proposed development will 

not have a significant impact on dust and particulate matter levels during 
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construction (including demolition) with the recommended mitigation applied. 

Odour and bioaerosol emissions will be kept to a sufficiently low level that the local 

effects will be insignificant. The overall operational air quality impacts are judged 

to be not significant.  This judgement takes account of the uncertainties in future 

predictions of road traffic emissions, and the worst-case assumptions applied in the 

dispersion modelling assessment.   

4.13 The townscape and visual assessment has concluded the proposed development 

has been designed with the intention of forming a landmark building within the 

Rotherham area. The colour palette has been selected to make the Proposed 

Development appear as a coherent and simple image. The selection of the muted 

copper effect colour for the roofs and some of the elevations, aims to create a 

landmark building, enhancing the streetscape and the townscape of this part of 

Rotherham. The architecture of the proposed development has been designed to 

complement the mass, scale, form and appearance of the large facilities of the 

Magna Science and Adventure Centre, adjacent immediately to the east and two 

other biomass developments already present in the local area; the EON Blackburn 

Meadows Biomass Power Plant and the Templeborough Biomass Power Plant 

(currently under construction). 

4.14 The nature of the proposed development, together with the context provided by 

the land uses surrounding the Application Site, would mean that the Proposed 

Development is considered to be appropriate to the setting and townscape 

character of the site. The introduction of the proposed development would not 

result in any significant effects on local landscape or townscape features or 

elements, or the character of the landscape / townscape within and around 

Rotherham. In cumulative terms there would be no significant effects. 

4.15 The traffic and transport assessment has concluded the proposed development can 

be accommodated without any unacceptable detriment to the environmental effects 

of traffic. The inclusion of mitigation measures at both construction and operational 

phases would reduce the effects and impacts of the development further. A 

Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) would be prepared so that 

appropriate environmental management practices are followed and submitted to 

the Local Planning Authority prior to the commencement of on-site works.  

4.16 The noise assessment has concluded a range of mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the design to ensure the operation of the proposed development 
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does not result in any adverse noise effects. The assessment would be updated 

during the detailed technology design phase to ensure that the final plant 

requirements meet the required noise limits. 

4.17 In conjunction with advice from RMBC it was deemed important that the external 

appearance of the plant should be appropriate for the area. 

4.18 Several iterations of the architectural detailing and materials were undertaken for 

the facility. The final design ensured the building was of exceptional design 

standard. The architectural style of the proposed development includes a sinuous 

curving roofline with a muted copper/terracotta finish with a horizontal multi 

coloured pattern of the boiler room elevations. Other buildings within the facility 

are more functional in character and also include a curved roofline to form a 

consistent architectural style within the site. 

4.19 Additional planting will be provided to include opportunities for tree and shrub 

planting along parts of the southern and western boundaries of the site. Overall 

there will be a net gain in the tree resource within the Application Site as a result 

of the proposed planting arrangements. 

4.20 The proposed development meets the expectations of those who were supportive 

of it and Chapter 13 of the ES which considers socio-economic effects has 

demonstrated a number of positive benefits to the local community. The proposed 

development will provide in the region of 175 to 228 additional jobs in the 

construction sector during the construction phase and provision of 42 jobs during 

the operational phase. The jobs will include elementary jobs during both the 

operational and construction phases which responds to the type of jobs being 

sought by the unemployed in Brinsworth and Catcliffe Ward currently. The provision 

of a different range of jobs locally which may meet the needs of some local 

residents. 

4.21 Investment in construction, operation and maintenance all of which will provide for 

indirect effects including generating work for local tradesmen. The increase of the 

local disposable income (for employees of the facility and tradesmen) will have 

induced effects on local economy while the provision of lower priced sustainable 

energy for local businesses, reducing business costs may be used to expand or 

enhance businesses (including new jobs and/or increased wages). 
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4.22 Overall the design iteration process following the community, stakeholder and pre-

application consultation exercise has responded to the consultation process where 

the Applicant has demonstrated they have listened and responded appropriately to 

local residents and the Council’s views and revised the proposals accordingly. 

4.23 The final design layout of the facility has been fixed to ensure any effects on the 

environment are minimised. The scheme offers many benefits as highlighted in the 

supporting planning application documentation.  
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5. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

5.1 This document provides a statement of community consultation in support of an 

application for planning permission for a Renewable Energy Centre which uses a 

modern Advanced Conversion Technology process called gasification at the Former 

Templeborough Steel Works, Sheffield Road, Templeborough, Sheffield. 

5.2 The proposed development site extends to 3.4 hectares and the proposed facility 

will capable of accepting up to 215,000 tonnes of non-hazardous residual waste 

per annum; that is waste that is left following the practicable removal of recyclable 

materials (i.e. pre-treated waste) and that may otherwise be disposed of at a 

landfill site or exported to a similar facility abroad.  The facility will have capacity 

to produce circa 23MW of exportable electricity depending on the amount of heat 

to be exported, which in itself it dependent on the temperature and quantity of 

heat required by the eventual heat off-taker(s). 

5.3 This statement of community consultation provides detailed information regarding 

the pre-application consultation process which has been undertaken prior to the 

submission of the planning application seeking permission for the development. 

5.4 The Applicants have engaged in a series of public consultation events and meetings 

to include and inform the local and wider community of the development proposals.  

5.5 A considered strategy to engage with local stakeholders was carefully delivered 

from the outset and comprised a press release; residents and press briefings; 

residents group meetings; a leaflet drop and invitation to a public exhibition where 

members of the design team as well as technology specialists, air quality and 

transport consultants were on hand to answer any queries. 

5.6 A total of 10 people attended the public exhibition at Magna Science Adventure 

Centre on the 13th April 2016.  A total of 4 questionnaires were completed following 

the public exhibition.  Comments covered matters such as air quality and traffic 

concerns.  Those completing the questionnaire were asked to rank how supportive 

they were of the proposals for the REC on the site on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 being 

least supportive and 5 being most supportive). All 4 of the comments forms 

completed were ranked as 1 i.e. least supportive.  

5.7 Following the leaflet drop at the end of March 2016 which was circulated to around 

1,800 homes, a total of 18 comments forms were received via the tear away free 
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post section of the leaflet. The comments included a mix of those in favour of the 

development proposals and those opposed to them and those who want to ensure 

if the proposal is granted planning consent the local environment is protected. 

5.8 The feedback following the community, stakeholder and pre-application 

consultation exercise has been considered in the design iteration process and the 

final design and layout of the facility to ensure comments such as concerns over 

environmental effects including air quality and transport issues were taken account 

of. 

5.9 The facility will bring a range of environmental and socio-economic benefits to the 

site and its surroundings as well as the local community.  

5.10 The site landscaping proposals include opportunities for tree and shrub planting 

along parts of the southern and western boundaries of the site. Overall there will 

be a net gain in the tree resource within the application site as a result of the 

proposed planting arrangement. 

5.11 The proposed development will provide additional jobs in the construction sector 

during the construction phase and provision of 42 FTE jobs during the operational 

phase with further jobs providing specialist services from local businesses.  The 

jobs will include elementary jobs during both the operational and construction 

phases which responds to the type of jobs being sought by the unemployed in 

Brinsworth and Catcliffe Ward currently.  The provision of a different range of jobs 

locally which may meet the needs of some local residents. 
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PROPOSED LOCATION OF DEVELOPMENT 
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Rolton Kilbride 
Rotherham Energy Scheme 

 
Communications Strategy 2016 

 
 
Introduction 
This document outlines the communications strategy and recommended activities to 
engage stakeholders in discussions about the proposed Rolton Kilbride Rotherham 
Energy Scheme. 
 
The intention of this activity is to provide clear, timely, comprehensive and proactive 
communications that enable residents, politicians and wider stakeholders to 
determine whether or not this proposal is a benefit to the community.  It is also 
intended to understand the perspectives of those opposed to this facility and ensure 
that campaigners and their supporters have access to reliable, factual and timely 
information to reassure them over concerns and ensure that they have the 
appropriate information they need to make informed decisions on developments in 
their area. 
 
Within the Rotherham area, local residents and stakeholders are actively interested 
in the project. A small number of residents and stakeholders have taken an active 
interest in the project, asking specific questions regarding the technology, location 
and impact on the local community. Through rapid and effective engagement, we will 
endeavour provide factual, useful information for these individuals and groups, as well 
as sharing this information with other interested parties to ensure the local 
stakeholder base is well informed.   
 
Information sharing across all stakeholder groups in this meaningful and targeted way 
will provide critical evidence and encouragement to stakeholders and be an effective 
conduit for community engagement. 
 
The strategy and programme of activities outlined have been developed with the 
ability to be flexible and to respond to stakeholder challenge: we suggest that this 
stakeholder-focused programme is reviewed regularly, to ensure unanticipated 
developments or opportunities are addressed. 
 
Communications Principles 
The stakeholder communications strategy has a two-fold aim. It is designed to make 
the rationale behind the Rolton Kilbride proposal clear and compelling, while 
educating and informing interested parties or concerned individuals around the 
technology. 
 
Applying a mix of communications channels to ensure individuals receive information 
according to their own preferences will encourage high levels of engagement and 
understanding across stakeholder audiences, prompting them to support the 
partnership in a variety of ways. 
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By using clear, concise language at all times, we strive to be open and transparent in 
our communications.  This ensures that stakeholders can be kept informed and up to 
date with developments, to promote understanding and minimise any potential 
confusion around the proposal. 
 
It is essential that communication should be two-way.  Ensuring that stakeholders are 
able to feedback their opinions and comments is key for credible and sustainable 
stakeholder communications. To support this principle, acknowledging and answering 
comments or questions in a timely, clear and considerate manner is also an important 
aspect of the strategy.   
 
Finally, through analysis of feedback and appropriate responses, we can ensure that 
stakeholders have confidence in their interaction with Rolton Kilbride and all their 
representatives. 
 
Stakeholder Management:  Analysis  
Waste technology and large scale infrastructure provokes discussion, debate and an 
often intense sharing of local perspectives, frequently becoming embedded in the 
local/national political and media agenda.   
 
Stakeholders are likely to receive a continuing flow of information from a variety of 
sources, with varying levels of detail, information and misinformation.  Opportunities 
to interact directly with other stakeholders are likely to arise from numerous 
directions.  Simultaneously, the very local impact of waste infrastructure is often used 
as leverage to inspire stakeholders to become active voices for their locality. 
 
With this in mind, it is important to first understand who our key stakeholders are, 
what their levels of knowledge and engagement are, and information and 
communications sources that are likely to impact them.   
 
Establishing a stakeholder engagement process is an essential first step to analyse 
stakeholder groups and audit communications.  Kept under regular review, this 
ensures activities can be tailored where appropriate to have the maximum benefit for 
the priority stakeholder group(s) for that stage of discussions.  Given that audiences 
can change over time, this approach also ensures that activities can be adjusted 
accordingly to meet changing needs. 
 
Stakeholder Engagement: Approach 
We aim to help stakeholders: 
 

 Understand how the Rotherham Energy Scheme will produce renewable energy 
and contribute to local, sustainable energy sources. 
 

 Understand the positive differences between gasification and other waste 
technologies. 
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 Understand the benefits for the local community, including various employment 
opportunities during the construction phase and the creation of technical and 
managerial jobs when the plant is operational. 
 

 Help the local supply chain understand potential benefits and engage with Rolton 
Kilbride accordingly. 
 

 Provide reassurance to the community, local politicians and businesses that the 
facility will be a good neighbour. 

 
 
Stakeholder Groups 
The main stakeholders and stakeholder groups for this proposal have been identified 
as follows: 
 

 

 Local councils (members and officers), including Rotherham Metropolitan 
Borough Council and Sheffield County Council 
 

 Local MPs including Sarah Champion, Rotherham 
 

 Community leaders and community groups including East End Quality of Life 
Initiative, Don Valley Strategy Group, Darnall Forum and Kimberworth Park 
Community Partnership 

 

 Media, including local (print and broadcast), social media outlets, trade media, 
notably Barnsley Chronicle, Rotherham Advertiser, Dearne Valley Weekender, 
Rotherham Record, The Star, The Yorkshire Post, South Yorkshire Times 
Worksop Guardian, Rother FM and BBC News Sheffield & South Yorkshire 
 

 Local and regional businesses, particularly close neighbours  
 

 Local Enterprise Partnership  
 

 Chambers of Commerce, Federations of Small Businesses, business groups, 
forums and employer networks 
 

 Supply chain businesses and local supply networks 
 

 Statutory Agencies, NGOs and special interest groups  
 
Communications Strategy 
The communications strategy for these stakeholders will be as follows: 
 

 Ensure that key stakeholders within each group are informed directly about the 
benefits and science behind the Rolton Kilbride proposal. 

 

http://www.sheffieldeastend.org.uk/
http://www.sheffieldeastend.org.uk/
http://www.sheffieldeastend.org.uk/EESG.htm
http://www.darnall.org.uk/
http://www.kimberworthpark.org.uk/
http://www.kimberworthpark.org.uk/
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 Ensure all stakeholders have a variety of opportunities to receive information, 
through different media (both direct and indirect) and to respond and interact 
with Rolton Kilbride and its partners. 
 

 Ensure all stakeholders are equipped and encouraged to hold informed 
discussions with other stakeholders, objectors, or decision makers. 
 

 Encourage stakeholders/stakeholder groups to identify synergies with their own 
objectives (e.g. employment opportunities, supply chain opportunities, inward 
investment) and use their own outputs/activities to disseminate key messages to 
their direct circles of influence. 

 

 Understand impact and concerns of campaign groups/campaigners who do not 
support the proposal. 

 
Outline of Activities 
In practice, this will include the following activities: 
 

 Stakeholder briefings (written, verbal, face to face) reinforced by information 
sharing tools and outputs. 
 

 Roadshows, exhibitions and meetings sharing highly visual information and face 
to face interaction opportunities. 
 

 Direct engagement opportunities, including one to one meetings, group 
meetings/events and presentation opportunities. 
 

 Creation of push & pull supporting materials including website, newsletters, email 
updates, social media outputs. 
 

 Social media activity, including understanding of concerns raised through social 
media and ensuring active social media participants are aware of/included in 
broader activities e.g. exhibitions. 
 

 Key messages, FAQs, background information documents and supporting 
materials. 
 

 Media relations programme, including media briefings and access to 
corporate/technical spokespeople, alongside regular media analysis and 
interpretation. 

 
Opposition Groups 
Initially the strategy for opposition groups should be as follows: 
 

 Understand opposition group activity through monitoring communications 
channels and media, uncovering concerns and tracking messages/campaign 
activities. 



Coast Communications 2016 
 

5 

 

 Consider proactive contact and dialogue with campaign leaders, to address 
misinformation, understand concerns and objections. 
 

 Where possible and productive, establish on-going & transparent communication 
with opposition groups and campaigners. 

 
Continuous monitoring of campaigns and opposition groups is essential, and we 
advise keeping this strategy under regular review so that activities can adjust to meet 
changing needs. 
 
Media 
The media are both a stakeholder group and provide a tool for communication with 
other stakeholders.  Outline strategy for this sector is as follows: 
 

 Reach out to selected key journalists (print & broadcast) to share technical 
knowledge on gasification technology, with access to bespoke briefings, 
invitations to events, priority access to key experts and programme team 
members. 
 

 Establish and maintain active media list of all journalists with an interest in waste 
issues, to receive regular press releases and background information to 
disseminate to readers/viewers. 
 

 Identify opinion pieces and feature-led topics for media coverage. 
 
Monitoring 
Key to the strategy will be monitoring of public opinion and subsequent adaptation of 
materials and activity to accommodate, respond and at times, counter 
misinformation. The role of the communications is to create a two way conduit for 
dialogue and information and those opposed to the project may seek to dominate the 
media, social media and community arenas, stifling debate.  
 
By maintaining a close watching brief on areas of concern, we are able to take a 
proactive approach to providing more information, referring to peer reviewed 
research and providing more briefs to enable the public to make informed and 
reasoned decisions.  
 
Key evaluation mechanisms will include, but are not limited to: 

 Web traffic and enquiries 

 Public attendance at events 

 Feedback through postal / leaflet routes 

 Media, letters and comments to articles 

 Social media including the set up of opposition groups, twitter etc 

 Councillor interactions, including enquiries routed through the local 
government system 

 Stakeholder engagement briefings 
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 Word of mouth.  
 
Conclusion 
This targeted programme of activities to inform and engage key stakeholders, will 
ensure that political decision makers hear from multiple sources about the benefits of 
gasification technology and the Rolton Kilbride proposal.  Addressing concerns 
through factual information and sharing supporting evidence at multiple levels and 
from a variety of individuals and groups will demonstrate the benefits of the proposal, 
and how it will ultimately make a positive contribution to this area. 
 



Stakeholder invitation list  

 

Councillor Party Ward 

Councillor Saghir Alam Labour Boston Castle Ward 

Councillor Rose McNeely Labour Boston Castle Ward 

Councillor Taiba Yasseen Labour Boston Castle Ward 

Councillor Alan Buckley Labour Brinsworth and Catcliffe 

Councillor Shabana Ahmed Labour Brinsworth and Catcliffe 

Councillor Andrew Roddison Labour Brinsworth and Catcliffe 

  

Sheffield County Council ward Councillors 

Councillor Party Ward 

Councillor Mazher Iqbal Labour and Cabinet Member for 
Public Health and Equality 

Darnall Ward 

Councillor Mary Lea Labour and Cabinet Member for 
Health, Care & Independent Living 

Darnall Ward 

Councillor Dianne Hurst Labour Darnall Ward 

Councillor Peter Price Labour Shiregreen and Brightside 

Councillor Sioned-Mair 
Richards 

Labour and Acting Cabinet 
Member for Neighbourhoods 

Shiregreen and Brightside 

Councillor Peter Rippon Labour Shiregreen and Brightside 

 

Local Groups  

East End Quality of Life Initiative 

Tinsley Forum 
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Press release 

29 March 2016 

Potential clean-tech energy centre for Rotherham being explored 

A potential new project to create a decentralised, off-grid, sustainable energy centre to supply 

cheaper local energy to Rotherham businesses is being explored. Distributed energy development 

company, Rolton Kilbride, is currently preparing a planning application to Rotherham Metropolitan 

Borough Council to develop the clean-tech energy centre at the site of the former Temple Borough 

Steel Works.  

Energy would be generated from non-recyclable waste and would provide sustainable power at a 

lower rate to large local commercial energy users, bringing down the cost of doing business in 

Rotherham and Sheffield. It would also offer a sustainable and predictable energy source, support 

the local economy and create local jobs. 

The project is a collaboration between the site owners and energy specialists Rolton Kilbride, who 

have been brought in to develop and manage the site. The site has been identified as an ideal 

location, sitting within an existing industrial site. Proposals will be designed to minimise movement 

of vehicles as much as possible.   

The centre would use a modern Advanced Conversion Technology (ACT) process called gasification, 

where non-recyclable waste is baked, rather than burned. The result is much cleaner power and 

heat. 

Over the coming months, a variety of meetings, forums and online consultations will ensure that 

there are opportunities to find out more about the proposed energy centre. This consultation will 

including potential timings, job opportunities and commercial benefits, as well as an opportunity for 

the public to share their views on the proposal. If planning permission is granted, and following a 

tender process, the energy centre could become operational in approximately three years. 

Andrew Needham, Managing Director of Rolton Kilbride, said: “Creating secure, predictable and 

sustainable off-grid energy sources is front of mind for many people, and this project has the 

potential to do just that in Rotherham.” 

Rolton Kilbride is a collaboration between Rolton Group, a long established, multi-disciplined 

engineering consultancy with specialism in clean-tech and Kilbride, which offers expertise in 

development and infrastructure.   

Rolton Kilbride looks forward to welcoming the public to an open consultation about the plans from 

3-8pm on 13th April at the Magna Science Centre, Sheffield Road, Rotherham  S60 1DX. 

ENDS 

For media enquiries please contact 

Julia Fea or Siobhan Eyres at CubanEight PR 

roltonkilbride@cubaneight.com / 01869 715 090 

mailto:roltonkilbride@cubaneight.com
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Prepared by Pegasus Graphic Design K.0166

The Planning Process
The planning application is being coordinated by Pegasus 
Group on behalf of Rolton Kilbride.

An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is being 
undertaken for the proposed development. A Scoping 
Report has been submitted to Rotherham Metropolitan 
Borough Council to identify any likely significant 
environmental effects which will need to be assessed in 
detail and reported within the Environmental Statement 
(ES) which will accompany the planning application. 
Detailed assessments within the ES will include the 
following:

• Townscape / Landscape & Visual

• Air Quality 

• Traffic & Transportation

• Hydrology and Flood Risk 

• Hydrogeology & Ground Conditions 

• Noise & Vibration 

• Ecology & Nature Conservation 

• Archaeology & Cultural Heritage

• Socio Economics

We Value Your Opinion

Please join us for the public exhibition to be held on 
Wednesday 13th April any time between 3pm and 8pm 
at the Magna Science Adventure Centre, Sheffield Road, 
Templeborough, Rotherham, S60 1DX.

www.visitmagna.co.uk

The exhibition is an informal drop-in event where local 
people and the wider community can find out more detail 
about the proposals with the opportunity to meet and 
discuss the scheme with technical consultants.

Further information and frequently asked questions about 
Rotherham Energy is provided on the website: 

www.rotherham-energy.co.uk

RENEWABLE ENERGY CENTRE
ROTHERHAM ENERGY

Rolton Kilbride is proposing to construct a Renewable 
Energy Centre (REC) to generate power and heat 
at a lower cost for local commercial energy users.  
This will:
•  Offer energy security for local businesses bringing 

down the cost of doing business
•  Help to grow the local economy
•  Create technical jobs for the local area
•  Offer green benefits for the local community, with 

effective use of resources and a lowering of the 
carbon footprint

•  Comply with government policy to provide 
sustainable, renewable energy production close to 
use, moving away from the ‘Big 6’ energy providers

EXHIBITION 
LOCATION

Join us at the public exhibition, 13th April 3 - 8pm, 
Magna Science Adventure Centre  

A419



Renewable Energy Centre
Rotherham Energy
Your comments are important to us and form  part the 
public consultation process for the proposals

Comments
.................................................................................

................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

Please tick the following relevant group:

Gender:
Male  Female  Prefer not to say

Age:

Under 18             18–35              35–55            56–70
Over 70  Prefer not to say

Your location to the site:

Within 5 minutes walk  5–10 minutes walk
A car journey   Prefer not to say

Why Have I Received a Leaflet?

We are asking people who live and work in the area 
to help us continue to shape the proposal prior to the 
submission of a planning application.

We would like to know your initial views on our current 
proposals, what you think we should know about the 
site and surrounding area, and how these points may 
influence the Renewable Energy Centre.

About the Site

The site lies within an industrialised / urbanised 
area located to the north of Sheffield Road (A6178) 
in Templeborough, approximately 2km south west of 
Rotherham town centre.

The site extends to approximately 3.4 hectares and 
once formed an integral part of the Templeborough 
Steelworks. The site is currently in use as a storage 
area / warehouse and is almost entirely concreted.

The site has been chosen for a number of reasons, 
including:

• It is located within an existing industrial site

• No statutory designated areas within the site

•  A sustainable location with good transport links

•  Close to other local businesses where power 
could be supplied to them if required.

Proposed Development

The Renewable Energy Centre would use a modern 
advanced conversion technology (ACT) / gasification 
process where non-recyclable wastes delivered into 
the site are heated to high temperatures without 
oxygen. The result is much cleaner heat and power.

The feedstocks include refuse derived fuel (RDF) as 
well as residual commercial and industrial waste 
(CIW) and potentially municipal solid waste (MSW). 
The facility will not accept hazardous or hazardous 
clinical waste.

The plant is capable of accepting approximately 200,000 
tonnes of waste per annum which would otherwise go to 
landfill, generating up to 27 megawatts gross of electricity 
- the equivalent of powering over 40,000 homes on a 
continual basis. 

The main building is up to approximately 40 metres tall 
and will have a taller flue stack. Landscaping proposals 
will be included within the scheme to enhance the existing 
environment by planting additional shrubs.

SITE LOCATION PLAN 
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Pegasus
Group

Introduction to Rotherham Energy 

The Renewable Energy Centre (REC) will employ an advanced conversion 
technology (ACT) / gasification process to generate power and heat from 
refuse derived fuel (RDF), residual commercial and industrial waste 
(CIW) and municipal solid waste (MSW). RDF when heated to very high 
temperatures breaks down to produce a gas which is then used to create 
energy and heat. It is a clean, modern and hi-tech approach to producing 
energy, with a proven track record.

Through this exhibition, we aim to:

• Explain the proposals

• Answer your questions

•  Obtain your feedback on the scheme to inform our forthcoming planning 
application to Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council (RMBC). 

Community sized Renewable Energy Plants offer a solution by converting 
non-recyclable, non-hazardous waste into renewable energy, displacing 
landfill and fossil fuels and are already successfully operating in the UK.

Rolton Kilbride and the Development Team

Rolton Kilbride

Rolton Kilbride is a collaboration between Rolton 
Group, a long established, multi-disciplined 
engineering consultancy with specialisms in clean 
technologies and Kilbride, which offers expertise in 
development and infrastructure.  

Pegasus Group

Pegasus is a planning, environment and urban design 
consultancy with considerable experience across 
the renewable energy industry including biomass, 
anaerobic digestion, onshore and offshore wind and 
large scale solar projects throughout the UK, at 
various stages of design and development. 

As part of the Rotherham Energy proposal Pegasus is providing support 
in planning; townscape and visual; socio economics; and environmental 
project management and co-ordination.

CubanEight

CubanEight is a communications agency that 
handles all enquiries from interested parties e.g. 
local stakeholders, media, councillors, residents 
associations/community groups as well as the general 
public.

Managing Environmental Effects

An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is being prepared for the 
Proposed Development. Any potential environmental impacts will be 
assessed, managed and mitigated. 

Detailed assessments within the Environmental Statement will include the 
following:

• Ecology & Nature Conservation 

• Air Quality 

• Traffic & Transportation 

• Hydrogeology & Ground Conditions 

• Hydrology and Flood Risk 

• Noise 

• Archaeology & Cultural Heritage 

• Socio Economics 

• Townscape & Visual 

Scheme Benefits

The benefits of the Renewable Energy Centre include:

•  Proven technology with outstanding operational and environmental 
performance and very low emissions

•  Conversion of non-recyclable, non-hazardous waste into renewable 
energy, displacing landfill and fossil fuels 

•  Reducing greenhouse gas emissions 

•  Compliance with Government policy and the Industrial Emissions Directive 
(IED) to provide sustainable, renewable energy production close to use

•  Job creation across a variety of skills and levels of expertise with 
employment opportunities for local people

•  Using and transforming an existing industrial site 

•  Production of lower cost renewable energy for local businesses with 
connections to local energy users 

•  Clear progression in the transition to a low-carbon economy with grid 
carbon offset.

SITE CONTEXT PLAN

The Renewable Energy Centre will save over 
200,000 tonnes of waste going to landfill each year

Pegasus
Group

visit www.rotherham-energy.co.uk or email info@rotherham-energy.co.uk for more information

Renewable Energy Centre

AERIAL VIEW OF SITE

Rotherham Energy 



Site Selection and Location

The site lies within an industrialised / urbanised area located 
to the north of Sheffield Road (A6178) in Templeborough, 
approximately 2km south west of Rotherham town centre.

The site extends to approximately 3.4 hectares and once formed 
an integral part of the Templeborough Steelworks. The site is 
currently in use as a storage area / warehouse and is almost 
entirely concreted.

The site has been chosen for a number of reasons, including:

• It is located within an existing industrial site

• No statutory designated areas within the site

• A sustainable location with good transport links

•  Close to other local businesses where power could be 
supplied to them if required.

Proposed Development
The Renewable Energy Centre would use a modern advanced 
conversion technology (ACT) process called gasification where 
non-recyclable wastes delivered into the site are heated to high 
temperatures without oxygen. The result is much cleaner heat 
and power.

The feedstocks include refuse derived fuel (RDF) as well as 
residual commercial and industrial waste (CIW) together with 
an element of municipal solid waste (MSW). The facility will not 
accept hazardous or hazardous clinical waste.

The proposals include: 

•  Generation of up to 27 megawatts gross of electricity - the 
equivalent of powering over 40,000 homes on a continual 
basis

•  A plant capable of accepting approximately 200,000 tonnes of 
waste per annum which would otherwise go to landfill

•  The main building is approximately 40 metres tall and will 
have a single, taller flue stack

•  Landscaping proposals will be included within the scheme 
to enhance the existing environment by planting additional 
shrubs 

Next Steps

Following this consultation process, all comments received from 
the local community will be reviewed to help guide the project 
and inform the final design and layout. 

A planning application will be prepared and submitted to 
Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council. The application will 
be accompanied by an Environmental Statement which will 
identify any environmental issues and, where necessary, detail 
any mitigation measures proposed. The application will also 
be accompanied with the relevant planning documents and 
drawings.

Once the application has been submitted, the Council will carry 
out its own consultation process involving statutory consultees 
and stakeholders. 

Members of the public will also have an opportunity at this point 
to make their views known to the Council.

Comments and Feedback Form
Your comments are important to us! 

We welcome feedback about any aspect of the proposal - please 
feel free to talk with any member of our design team present. We 
would also be grateful if you would spare the time to complete 
the comments form provided. 

Further Information

Further information and frequently asked questions about 
Rotherham Energy is provided on the website 
www.rotherham-energy.co.uk

Any enquiries can be sent to info@rotherham-energy.co.uk

Pegasus
GroupRenewable Energy Centre

      SITE LAYOUT (ILLUSTRATIVE)

NORTH ELEVATION EAST ELEVATION SOUTH ELEVATION WEST ELEVATION

Rotherham Energy 

visit www.rotherham-energy.co.uk or email info@rotherham-energy.co.uk for more information

Typical Process Flow of Kobelco Gasification Technology
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WHO ARE WE

• Founded 1980, Engineering Consultancy of the Year 2015/16

• Built environment expertise - clean energy and low carbon

solutions

• Infrastructure developers - renewable energy and logistics

• Winner of major awards - Environment Award, Castle Bromwich

Rail Terminal



INTRODUCTION

ASSESS             |             PLAN             |             DEVELOP             |             NEGOTIATE             |             IMPLEMENT             |             DELIVER

What are we proposing

Rotherham Energy Centre

• A decentralised, off-grid energy recovery facility,

renewable power and heat from Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF)

using very modern, clean-tech Advanced Thermal Treatment

• Opportunity to supply lower cost energy to Rotherham -

large local energy users & potentially low cost heat to

homes



Benefit

• Reliable and economical alternative to the UK’s ‘Big Six’

• Cheaper off-grid heat and power for Rotherham and Sheffield

businesses – low cost, secure energy keeps Rotherham

attractive to big business - growth of local economy and jobs

• Significantly reducing waste sent to landfill, lower carbon

footprint

• Creation of up to 30 technical and managerial jobs

BENEFITS

ASSESS             |             PLAN             |             DEVELOP             |             NEGOTIATE             |             IMPLEMENT             |             DELIVER



LOCATION OF SITE

ASSESS             |             PLAN             |             DEVELOP             |             NEGOTIATE             |             IMPLEMENT             |             DELIVER



LOCATION OF SITE

ASSESS             |             PLAN             |             DEVELOP             |             NEGOTIATE             |             IMPLEMENT             |             DELIVER



Proven technology

• Generating  27MWe (sufficient to power 40k homes) 

• Heat: 10MWth heat for 1,000 homes

• Plant cost: c. £160m

• Infrastructure: Private wire and heat mains

• Technology: Advanced Thermal Treatment 

• Not incineration – gasification is baking not burning

ASSESS             |             PLAN             |             DEVELOP             |             NEGOTIATE             |             IMPLEMENT             |             DELIVER

THE ENERGY CENTRE



SITE DESIGN

ASSESS             |             PLAN             |             DEVELOP             |             NEGOTIATE             |             IMPLEMENT             |             DELIVER



SITE DESIGN

ASSESS             |             PLAN             |             DEVELOP             |             NEGOTIATE             |             IMPLEMENT             |             DELIVER



HOW WOULD IT WORK?

ASSESS             |             PLAN             |             DEVELOP             |             NEGOTIATE             |             IMPLEMENT             |             DELIVER



REFERENCE PLANTS

ASSESS             |             PLAN             |             DEVELOP             |             NEGOTIATE             |             IMPLEMENT             |             DELIVER



REFERENCE PLANTS

ASSESS             |             PLAN             |             DEVELOP             |             NEGOTIATE             |             IMPLEMENT             |             DELIVER

Japanese ACT 
plant:



Environmental factors

• Full Environment Impact Assessment is produced as part of planning

process

• Emissions – very modern clean-tech facility = super low, highly

regulated and controlled emissions – significantly exceeding all

European Standards

• Designed to Best Available Technique as part of IPPC permit

• Overseen by the Environment Agency through operational life

• Traffic – approx. 58 lorry deliveries per day (fewer than the existing

permanent land use)

• Reducing amounts of waste going to landfill

• Class-leading environmental performance and energy efficiency

• Reduction of waste going to landfill

ENVIRONMENTAL

ASSESS             |             PLAN             |             DEVELOP             |             NEGOTIATE             |             IMPLEMENT             |             DELIVER



Current action and next steps…

• We are currently updating stakeholders in the area

• A series of specialist reports are being developed

• Conduct studies with planners and energy management specialists to

see what infrastructure is feasible

• A public event will take place in early April

• Planning to be submitted April 2016 for 2016 CFD auction application

• Construction 2017 - 2020

NEXT STEPS

ASSESS             |             PLAN             |             DEVELOP             |             NEGOTIATE             |             IMPLEMENT             |             DELIVER
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•  Rolton Kilbride is undertaking public consultation in respect of the above development, prior to the preparation and 
submission of an application for planning permission.

•  The consultation process seeks the views of interested parties on the proposals to assist in the preparation of the 
planning application.

•  After looking at the Site Context Plan, Layout Plan and Display Boards and talking to our team, you can use this form to 
let us have your views.

1. Have you found the event informative in answering your questions about the project?   

 Yes    No  

2. Are you concerned about climate change?    

 Yes   No

3. Do you support the Government’s policy to have renewable energy targets?    

 Yes   No 

4. Do you support the idea of producing energy using non recyclable waste that would otherwise go to landfill? 

 Yes   No 

5. On a scale of 1 to 5, how supportive are you of the proposals for the Renewable Energy Centre on the site?  
  

     

    

Please expand on your reasons for the grading below.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6.  Are there any additional facts about the site and local area that we should be aware of in further developing our 
proposals?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7. Please use this space for any other comments or suggestions you may wish to make.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8. Please tick the following relevant group:    

Gender: Male Female  

Age: Under 18 18-35 36-55 

 56-70 Over 70 Prefer not to say 

Your location to the site: Within 5 minutes walk 5-10 minutes walk  

 A car journey  Prefer not to say  

Public Exhibition
Rotherham Energy Pegasus

Group

Least  
Supportive

1 2 3 4 5 Most  
Supportive


